



BILL 

To extend and render more effectual the Provisions of an Act 
made in the Fourth Year of the Reign of his late Majesty 
George the Fourth, to amend and render more edectual 
the Provisions of an Act made in the Fiftieth Year of his 
late Majesty’s Reign, for prevenling the administering and 
taking Unlawful Oaths in Ireland. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



it is expedient to extend and render more 
effectual the provisions of an Act made in the fourth year 
of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth, inti- 
tuled, “ An Act to amend and render more effectual the Provisions 
5 of an Act made in the fiftieth Year of his late Majesty’s Reign, for 
preventing the administering and taking Unlawful Oaths in 
Ireland;” tt tj&errfbre (£ltatteh, by The QUEEN’s most Excel- 
lent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
10 assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 
the First day of October One thousand eight hundred and Thirty ~mne, 
any and every Society now established, or hereafter to be esta- 
blished, in Ireland, of the nature hereinafter described, shall be and 
be deemed and taken to be an unlawful combination and con- 
15 fiJderacyj (that is to say) any and every Society, the members 
whereof shall communicate with, or be known to each other by, or 
use as members of such Society, and for the purpose of being 
known as such, any secret sign or signs, or any pass-word or pass- 
words, by way of question and answer or otherwise j and any and 
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Presmble. 



Any Society, the 
members of which 
shall comnwuiicate 
with each other by 
any secret signs or 
pass-words ; 
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auy Society, -wholly 
or ia part, "for the 
purchase of arms for 
distribntion among 
the members or 
others, or which shall 
collect funds for that 



And every person, 
who shall become a 
member of any snch 
Society, or, being a 
member, diall act as 
Mich; 

and eveiy person, 
who shall directly or 
indirectly maintain 
eorrcspondcncc with 
any sucli Society, 
or any division or 
officer of any such 
Society, or shall 
make use of secret 
signs or pass-words, 
or knowingly have 
in his possession any 
copy, written or 
printed, of any such 
pass-words, or of any 
oath or engagement 
made use of hy any 
such Society, or hy 
any Society declared 
to be unla-wful hy 
the 4 Geo. 4, c. »7, 
shall be deemed 
guilty of an unlawful 
combination. 
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every Society not consisting, solely of partners in trade duly iieensetl 
to sell arms, or not formed and acting by authority of Her Majesty, 
or of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or o£ the Lord Lieutenant of 
the County with the concurrence and sanction-of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, and formed or acting wholly or in part for the .5 
purchase of arms, or for the distribution of arras among the 
members thereof, or among any other persons, by lot or otherwise, 
or which shall collect any funds for any such purpose, or purchase 
or procure, or cause to be purchased or procured, any arms for 
any such purpose of distribution as aforesaid ; and every person who, i o 
after the said first day of October in this present year, shall become 
a member of any such Society, or who, being a member of any 
such Society, shall after that day act as a member thereof j and 
every person who, after that day, shall directly or indirectly 
knowingly maintain correspondence or intercourse with any such 15 
Society, or with any division, president, treasurer, secretary, 
delegate or other officer or member thereof, as such, or shall make 
use of any secret sign or signs, or pass-word or pass-words thereof, 
or knowingly have in his possession any copy written or printed of 
any such pass-word or pass-vvords.or other secret mode of com- 20 
munication, or of any oath, engagement, test or declaration 
made use of or purporting to be made use of by any such Society, 
or by any division of any Society declared to be unlawful by the 
said Act passed in the fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty 
King Geoeoe the Fourth, shall be deemed guilty of an unlawful 25 
combination and confederacy, and shall be liable to such and 
the like penalties, proceedings and punishment as if he were 
guilty of an unlawful combination or confederacy under the provi- 
sions of the said last-mentioned Act; and every such offender 
shall and may be proceeded against and punished in the manner 30 
and according to the provisions of said last-mentioned Act, as if he 
were guilty of an unlawful combination or confederacy under such 
last-mentioned Act ; and any person who shall knowingly permit 
any meeting of any Society hereby declared to be an unlawful com- 
bination or confederacy, or of any division of any such Society, to be 35 
held in his house or apartment, shall be liable to such and the like 
penalties and punishment as if he knowingly permitted any 
meeting of any Society declared by said Act to be an unlawful 
Society, or of any division of any such Society, to be held in his 
house or apartment, and shall and may be proceeded against and 4 ^ 
punished in the manner and according to the provisions of said Act, 
as if he had so knowingly permitted such meeting to be held ; and all 
the provisions of the said Act shall and may be put in force and 
applied accordingly for the punishment of any such offender, and of 
any person who shall knowingly permit any meetingof any Society 
hereby declared to be unlawful, or of anydivisionof any such Society, 
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to be held in his house or apartment, and for the mitigation of such 
punishment, and for the application of penalties, limitation of actions 
and other purpcKes therein specified, as if the same were repeated 
and re-enacted in this Act with reference to such offenders and 
5 persons respectively. 

2 . 

AND whereas certain Societies have been long accustomed to Nottoex^dto 
be holden in this Kingdom, under the denomination of Lodges of Societies. 
Freemasons, the meetings whereof have been in great measure 
directed to charitable purposes j BE it therefore Enacted, That 
10 nothing in this Act shall extend to the meetings of any such So- 
ciety or Lodge which shall before the passing of this Act have been 
usually holden under the said denomination, and in conformity 
to the rules prevailing among the said Societies of Freemasons : 

Provided always, That this exemption shall not extend to any such 
i5 Society, unless two of the members composing the same shall 
certify upon oath (wliicli oath any Justice of the Peace or other 
Magistrate is hereby empowered to administer), that such Society 
or Lodge has, before the passing of this Act, been usually held 
under the denomination pf a Lodge of Freemasons, an d in con- 
2Q formity to the rules prevailing among the Societies or Lodges of 
Freemasons in this Kingdom, which certificate, duly attested by 
the Magistrates before whom the same shall be sworn, and sub- 
scribed by the persons so certifying, shall, within the space of Two 
calendar Months after the passing of this Act, be deposited with the 
25 Clerk of the Peace for the county, riding, division, shire or place 
where such Society or Lodge hath been usually held : Provided 
also. That this exemption shall not extend to any such Society or 
Lodge, unless the name or denomination thereof, and the. usual 
place or places, and the time or times of its meetings, and the 
30 natures and descriptions of all and every the members thereof, be 
registered with such Clerk of the Peace as aforesaid, within Two 
Months after the passing of this Act, and al.so on or before the 
Twenty-fifth day of March in every suceeding year while this 
Act shall continue in force. 

3. 

35 And be it Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace or the person cicrk of tho Peace 
acting in his behalf in any such county, riding, division, shire 
or place, is hereby authorized and required to receive such certi- 
ficate, and make such registry as aforesaid, and to enrol the same 
among the records of such county, riding, division, shire or place, 

40 and to lay the same once in every year before the General Session of 
the Justices for such county, riding, division, shire or place ; and 
that it shall and maybe lawful for the said Justices, or for the major 
part of them, at any of their General Quarter Sessions, if they shall 
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Interpretation 

clause. 



Continuance of 
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SO think fit, upon complaint made to them upon oath of any one or 
more credible persons, that the continuance of the meetings of any 
such Lodge or Society is likely to be injurious to the public peace 
and good order, to direct that the meetings of any such Society or 
Lodge within such county, riding, division, shire or place shall from 5 
thenceforth be discontinued; and any such meeting held, notwith- 
standing such order of discontinuance, and before the same shall by 
the like authority be revoked, shall be deemed an unlawful combi- 
nation and confederacy under the provisions of this Act. 

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act the word lo 
“Society”shallbe construed to mean and include association, brother- 
hood, lodge, club or confederacy; and the word “ Division” shall be 
construed to mean and include any branch, committee or other 
select body of any such Society; and the word “County” shallbe con- 
strued to mean and include any county at large, or county of a city 1 5 
or of a town, or city or town and county ; and every word importing 
the singular number only shall extend and be applied to several 
persons or things as well as to one person or thing ; and every word 
importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to 
a female as well as a male, unless there be something in the subject 20 
or context repugnant to such construction respectively. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall continue in force for Five 
Years from the First day of' October One thousand eight hundred 
and Thirty-nine. 
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